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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings, World Language Teachers! 

Almost two months are under our belts for the 2014-2015 school year!  Where has the time gone?  Before you know 
it, Thanksgiving will be here, then winter break and then our 2015 LFLTA Conference.  With that being said, your 
LFLTA board has been busy planning for the upcoming 2015 Conference as well as organizing meetings in each of 
the eight Regions across Louisiana.  Please, feel free to contact your region’s representatives to find out more about 
these meetings.  Each of the Regional Representative’s contact information may be found on our website, 
www.lflta.net . 

In addition to the 2015 Conference and regional meetings, your board has been collecting mini-grant proposals as 
well as nominations for the 2015 LFLTA Teacher of the Year. These are two programs that LFLTA offers its 
members in order recognize and reward World Language teachers from around Louisiana.  More information about 
these programs may be found at our website, www.lflta.net . 
Lastly, I would like to encourage each of you to become an active member of Louisiana’s professional association of 

World Language Teachers by submitting a presentation proposal for the 2015 Conference and/or running for a 

regional office.  It’s a great way to make connections with other language professionals and to stay up-to-date with 

happenings around the State as well as the nation. 

I wish each of you and your students success this school year and hope to see you in January in Kenner at our 2015 

LFLTA Conference. 

Sincerely, 

Scott W. Harris- LFLTA President 

LETTER FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Dear LFLTA members, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well in the first few months of this school year. Even though we are undoubtedly all 

very busy at this time of the year, please remember and begin to prepare for our annual conference in January, 

which is earlier than in years past. 

Register online to receive the early bird discount of $85 between now and November 30. After this date registration 

will be $95. It is never too late to join the association and participate in the annual conference. Remind others who 

may be interested in attending that there will still be onsite registration the morning of the conference. When 

registering, make sure to look for our free pre-conference workshop that will treat the TPR and TPRS methods. As 

we mentioned in the previous newsletter, the upcoming conference’s theme is all about language acquisition. In a 

time where mobility and ways in which people can more readily communicate across regions and cultures, the 

ability to actually use the language is extremely valuable. We welcome the very popular Mr. John De Mado, an 

engaging and inventive expert on second language acquisition as our keynote speaker and workshop leader. Please 

visit the website, www.lflta.net, to read further about what exactly he will be sharing at this year’s conference. 

Thank you again for being a member and for all the work you do for our profession. We wish you an enjoyable rest 

of this fall semester, and we are looking forward to seeing everyone in January. 

Sincerely, 

Jordan Aillet – LFLTA Vice President 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Membership is from conference to con-

ference. Annual dues are renewable at 

conference: $25/teachers; $10/students 

are paid along with the registration. 

 

WEBSITE 

http://www.lflta.net 

 

In addition to the 2015 Conference and regional meetings, your board has been collect-

ing mini-grant proposals as well as nominations for the 2015 LFLTA Teacher of the 

Year.  

OTHER WEBSITES 

hhttp://scolt.org/ 

ttp://www.actfl.org/ 

 
 In a time where mobility and ways in which people can more readily communicate 

across regions and cultures the ability to use language is extremely valuable. 

http://www.lflta.net
http://www.lflta.net
http://www.lflta.net
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“Be prepared to laugh heartily and to reflect profoundly…” 

After careful consideration, the LFLTA site selection committee has selected the Crowne Plaza 

New Orleans– Airport in Kenner as the location for the 2015  Louisiana Foreign Language Teach-

ers Association Conference. The dates for the conference are  January 16 and 17 2015.  

           John De Mado’s address titled, From Mastery to Proficiency: Shifting the 

Paradigm, will delve into the difference between Language Mastery and Proficiency. 

The long-standing goal of language instruction in America has been Mastery of the lan-

guage studied. In the 1980’s, the new goal became Proficiency, bringing about an im-

mense paradigm shift in our profession. This shift was further reinforced with the unveil-

ing in Anaheim, CA of our National Standards for Language Learning in 1995.  

What exactly is the difference between Mastery and Proficiency? Are the goals mutually 

exclusive? Through discussion, handouts, passion and visuals, this keynote address will 

highlight the distinctions. 

 Be prepared to laugh heartily and to reflect profoundly… 

 Anticipated outcomes: 

 Participants shall: 

 Clearly distinguish between Proficiency and Mastery Instruction 

 Be exposed to current language acquisition research 

 More fully understand the role of grammar and accuracy in the 

language acquisition process 

 Consider when and how to correct student error 

John De Mado will also facilitate  Saturday’s Workshop titled: 
Function-al Raps: One Way to Build Language Acquisition. 
For more information visit our website: www.lflta.net 

 

2015 LFLTA CONFERENCE  

JOHN DEMADO 2015 KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
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Since 1993, Mr. De Mado has directed John 
De Mado Language Seminars, LLC, a full-
service consulting firm dealing exclusively 
with language acquisition issues. He is co-
author of Allez, viens! and Bien dit!, high 
school, proficiency-based, French programs 
published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, En 
avant and En route, a middle school, profi-
ciency-based, French program published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, co-author of 
¡Avancemos!, a high school, proficiency-
based, Spanish program published by Hough-
ton Mifflin Harcourt, co-author of ¡Viva el 
español!,  

For more information concerning our 2015 

Convention, please visit your website: 

www.lflta.net  

Where you can download Teacher of the Year 

Nominations, Presentation Proposals as well 

as Mini Grant applications. As information 

becomes available, it will be posted on the 

website. 

http://www.lflta.net
http://www.lflta.net


Executive Board 

President 
Scott Harris 

University Laboratory School 
Baton Rouge, LA 
sharri9@lsu.edu 

 
Vice President 
Jordan Aillet 

Bird High School 
Shreveport, LA 

jaillet@caddo.k12.la.us 
 

Secretary 
Sarah Young 

West Monroe High School 
West Monroe, LA 

sarahyoung@opsb.net 
 

Treasurer 
Melissa Monroe 

Alexandria Country Day School 
Alexandria, LA 

mmonroe@acdsonline.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Juan Álvarez 

Benton High School 
Benton, LA 

juan.alvarez@bossierschools.org 
 

Website Administrator 
Melissa Monroe 

mmonroe@acdsonline.org 
 

The Communicator  
The Communicator is published three 
times a year by the Louisiana Foreign 
Language Teachers Association. 
 
Send all submissions or queries to 
Juan Álvarez 
juan.alvarez@bossierschools.org 

Keep in mind that space limita-
tions may make it impossible to 
publish all submissions and that 
submissions may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. 
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Region 1 

Leah Morton-Gittens  leahmortongittens@gmail.com 

Andrea Ruiz   aruiz@isl-edu.org 

Region 2 

Michele Braud   mbraud@ebrpss.k12.la.us 

Lilian Carver    lcarver@lsu.edu  

Region 3 

Soazic Pougault    soazic.pougault@free.fr    

Region 4 

Valérie Thériez   valerie_theriez@saintmartinschools.org 

Laure Warner    lbwarner1031@cox.net 

Region 5 

Jennifer Zambrano  jennifer.zambrano@cpsb.org 

Melanie Dees     mdees@episcopaldayschool.org   

Region 6 

Donna Grimes   dgrimes@acdsonline.org 

Region 7 

Laura Addington   addington.laura@gmail.com  

Stacy Clark   stacy.clark@bossierschools.org 

Region 8 

Angela Shephard   angshep21@hotmail.com  

Annie Rivera    arivera@lincolnschools.org 

Please visit our website: 

www.lflta.net 

mailto:juan.alvarez@bossierschools.org
http://www.lflta.net


 Major changes have come to the LFLTA’s online 
presence this year.  In an effort to better serve its mem-

bers, LFLTA launched a new and improved website in 
March.  Information that was once split between our or-

ganization’s website and our wiki has been combined and 
are now found at one location:  www.lflta.net  

What can you find on lflta.net? 

 Information on becoming a member, regional meeting 

dates, and contact information for regional represent-
atives and executive board members 

 Information about our 2015 Conference – You can al-

so download a registration form, or register online! 

 Information about Teacher of the Year and Mini Grant 
opportunities 

 Past issues of The Communicator 

 Professional development opportunities 

 Online resources for world language teachers 

 World language advocacy links and materials 

 Job postings 
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MEET YOUR BOARD: 

Melissa Monroe currently serves 
as LFLTA Treasurer and Website ad-
ministrator.  She was a Region 6 rep-
resentative from 2010 to 2014.  
Melissa has 19 years experience in 
the field of world language ranging 

from elementary 
through universi-
ty levels. Melissa 
currently teaches 
middle school 
Spanish at Alex-
andria Country 
Day School in Al-
exandria, LA 
where she serves 

as department chair.  She received 
her bachelor's degree from North-
western State University and a Mas-
ter's of Teaching Language from the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 
Melissa has completed study pro-
grams in Spain, Ecuador, and Peru. 

GET ONLINE AND GET CONNECTED WITH LFLTA  WWW.LFLTA.NET 

State Department of Education 
 

terri.hammatt@la.gov  
 

France 
 

pascale.seignolles@la.gov  
 

Spain 

mamparo.calvo@educacion.es  

CODOFIL 

nsboudreaux@lpssonline.com  

AATF 

Jacqueline Labat  

LFLTA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Don’t forget to register online for our 2015 Conference in Kenner, Louisiana January 16-17! 
Engage. Empower. Communicate.  LFLTA 2015 

http://www.lflta.net
mailto:terri.hammatt@la.gov
mailto:pascale.seignolles@la.gov
mailto:mamparo.calvo@educacion.es
file:///C:/Users/juan.alvarez/Documents/LFLTA%20Newsletter%202/nsboudreaux@lpssonline.com
mailto:labatj@sjabr.org
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We invite you to share your own ideas 

and class tools with our membership. 

Please submit your articles to: 

juan.alvarez@bossierschools.org 

Terri Hammatt is the 
World Language Program 
Coordinator at the Louisi-
ana Department of Educa-
tion.  Ms. Hammatt worked 
as a French language and 
French immersion teacher 
in Baton Rouge schools for 
18 years and in her current 
position for the past 10 
years. Ms. Hammatt cur-
rently serves as a member of 
the Executive Committee on 
the newly revised Board of 
the Council for the Develop-
ment of French in Louisiana 
(CODOFIL) and on the 
board of the Nunu’s Arts 
and Culture Collective in 
Arnaudville.  Ms. Hammatt 
was awarded the Prix de 
l’Enseignement de la 
Langue française et des 
Cultures Francophones 

from the Francophone Em-
bassies in Washington, D.C. 
in 2012 and is Officier dans 
l’Ordre des Palmes Acadé-

 

The New Louisiana State Seal of Biliteracy 

The 2014 Louisiana Legislature voted to publicly recognize students who demonstrate pro-

ficiency in more than one language.   Beginning in 2015, students who meet certain aca-

demic criteria related to language proficiency will be eligible for a State Seal of Biliteracy 

on their high school diplomas.   Among the purposes of the State Seal are the following: 

 To encourage students to study languages; 

 To certify attainment of biliteracy; 

 To provide employers with a method of identifying potential employees with language 

skills; 

 To strengthen intergroup relationships, affirm the value of diversity, and honor the 

multiple cultures and languages of a community; and 

 To continue and renew Louisiana’s historical tradition of bilingualism. 

For further information, consult Act 99 of the 2014 Louisiana Legislature--

http://1.usa.gov/1m5JjBN 

State policy for this law is in the approval process at this time. 

World Language/Immersion Resources on the LDOE Website 
  
The LDOE has just created a webpage for world language resources.  Check out http://

www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/world-languages-immersion for infor-

mation on the World Language Content Standards, state-certified immersion schools, and 

other goodies. 

Professional Development for 2014-15 

The LDOE, in collaboration with its international and state government partners, will offer 

several professional development options this year.  Please consult the P.D. calendar on 

the LFLTA website for registration information (http://www.lflta.net/

general-information.html). 

Information provided by Terri Hammatt 

mailto:juan.alvarez@bossierschools.org
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/world-languages-immersion
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/world-languages-immersion
http://www.lflta.net


“We took the age old Mexican legend and put our own spin on it”  

La Llorona de Benton (The Benton’s Weeping Woman) 

Lights, Camera Action or should I say Acción! The Benton High 
School Spanish Club, known as Benton Associated Spanish Students 

(BASS) once again took on the task of producing a film in Spanish. 
BASS owes a special thanks to the Louisiana Foreign Language 

Teachers Association, whose mini grant contributed to the pro-
duction of this film. 

 

 

 

BASS produced La Llorona de Benton, The film was written, filmed 
and produced by members of BASS.  “We took the age old Mexican 

legend and put our own spin on it” Kasady Patton, film producer 
and cast member. La LLorona de Benton is centered in Benton High 
School and the surrounding community. It involved the student 

body, faculty, administrators, as well as community members. “I 
found myself retelling the story everywhere we went to film.” Di-

rector/Cinematographer Ren Scott.  “We also involved the Benton 
Town Hall, Benton Police Department, Benton High School and 

Emerson farms, as well as a local used car lot. A great way to 
share the story. “ 

The LFLTA Mini-Grant is one of the programs that the Louisiana 

Foreign language Teachers Association offers to its members to 

recognize and reward teachers throughout the State of Louisiana. 

Please visit lflta.net for information and applications for our mini-

grants. The Deadline has been extended to December 1, 2014 
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MEET YOUR BOARD: 

Juan Álvarez - Editor, The Communicator
-is a native Spanish speaker. His familiari-
ty with the nuances of the Spanish lan-
guage and his knowledge of colloquial 
Spanish makes him an excellent language 
educator. He is the Department Chair at 
Benton High School. He founded Benton 
Associated Spanish Students. A Spanish 
Club that promotes the Spanish Speaking 
Culture in music and film. He has served 
on various local and state committees 
including the state committee for design-
ing the new World Language Standards. 
Juan received his Bachelors from North-
ern Arizona University where he graduat-
ed Cum Laude and his Master’s degree 
from Centenary College of Louisiana in 
Shreveport.  

My name is Stacy Clark, I am current-
ly teaching French at Parkway High 
School in Bossier Parish.  I have been 
teaching for 24 years, mostly French 
and Drama.  A military spouse I have 
taught or subbed in 5 states and the 
District of Columbia, as well as OdDS 
schools overseas. This is my second 
term on the LFLTA Board. 

2014 MINI GRANT RECIPIENT 

I am Laura Addington from Region 
VII. I am Nationally Certified. I teach 
at Caddo Magnet High School. I teach 
Spanish II Honors, Spanish III Honors, 
as well as Spanish IV and V and ad-
vanced Placement. I speak seven lan-
guages. I am also the Athletic Direc-
tor. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2841293/?ref_=ttfc_fc_cl_t23
http://www.lflta.net


REGIONAL NEWS 

Region VIII meeting was held on Thursday, September 

18 at Louisiana Delta Community College in Monroe, 

LA.  There were 11 teachers from our area in attendan-

ce.  We had refreshments and entertainment (Alvin Ro-

senow, a native of Colombia played the guitar for us while 

we ate and visited, then he shared an activity with us for 

Hispanic Heritage month).  We had 3 round table presen-

tations:  Dr. Ruth Smith - Why use literature and how 

should you approach it?, Bonnie Baxter - Las aventuras de 

las criaturas - helping with vocabulary and incorporating 

reading material for common core "Enrique's Journey" 

for Spanish 2, Angela Shepherd - Twitter for the langua-

ge classroom.  There was an open forum during which we 

discussed our ToY nominations.  

  

by: Angela  Shepherd 
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This year SCOLT will be partnering with the Foreign Language Association of Georgia (FLAG) and the 
Southeast Association for Language Learning Technology (SEALLT). 
  
SCOLT 2015 Registration and Housing Open!    
Don't delay - register today for what promises to be the premiere professional learning event in the South-
east during the 2014-2015 school year. 
    
Program Cover Contest! 
There is a contest for students in grades 3 - 12. The student design selected will receive $50 and the teacher 
will receive one year complimentary SCOLT Sponsor membership. All entries must be submitted by No-
vember 15, 2014. Visit the SCOLT website for more information. 
  
Request for Pictures from Previous Conferences: 
As part of the 50th celebration, the SCOLT Board of Directors is asking you to submit pictures from previ-
ous conferences. Please send any pictures or artifacts electronically to Clarissa Adams-Fletcher at scol-
talk@gmail.com.  
 ACTFL / NFMLTA / MLJ Announce Dissertation Support Grants Competition 
ACTFL, the National Federation of Modern Language Teachers' Associations (NFMLTA), and the Modern 
Language Journal (MLJ) are pleased to announce a call for applications for the ACTFL / NFMLTA / MLJ 
Dissertation Support Grants. The purpose of this collaboration between ACTFL, NFMLTA, and the MLJ is 
to help support two graduate students during the research and writing phase of their dissertations that fo-
cus on the field of language teaching and learning. Complete applications must be filled out electronically 
by September 30, 2014. Click here for the application. Awardees will receive a check in the amount of $ 
2,500. An announcement of the recipients will occur at the time of the ACTFL 2014 Convention as well as 
via electronic and print media. A committee of recognized researchers will then review proposals and select 
the awardees.   
  
Remember to check SCOLT's website frequently as news is published for our 2015 SCOLT Conference in 
Atlanta, GA from March 5 - 7, 2015! Information available at http://www.scolt.org. 

NEWS FROM SCOLT 

Region VII plans to have their 

Regional Meeting at the Bossier 

Instructional Center in Bossier 

City. The meering will be 

Wednesday, October 15, 2014 

from 3:30-5:00pm. 

On the agenda are SLTs, idea 

Exchange Round Table and a 

Round Table discussion over as-

sessments and activities for 

meeting the Language, Culture 

and Other Discipline on Stand-

ards on the Louisiana Modern 

Language Standards. 

http://www.scolt.org.


TEACHER TRAVEL FROM GEEO 
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The U.S. Department of State Announces Scholarships for American High School Students to Study Abroad  
The National Security Language Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) offers merit-based scholarships to study one of 
seven critical foreign languages:  Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Hindi, Korean, Persian (Tajiki), Russian and 
Turkish.  The NSLI-Y program is designed to immerse participants in the cultural life of the host country, 
provide formal and informal language practice, and spark a lifetime interest in foreign languages and cul-
tures.   The application deadline for summer 2015 and academic year 2015-2016 programs is October 30, 
2014. Visit www.nsliforyouth.org for more information.  
 
The Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Abroad ProgramChuyito2008!offers  merit-based 
scholarships to spend an academic year in countries that may include Bosnia & Herzegovina, Egypt, Ghana, 
India, Indonesia, Macedonia, Malaysia, Mali, Morocco, Oman, Philippines, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia, 
and Turkey. This program increases understanding between people in the United States and people in coun-
tries with significant Muslim populations.  Students live with host families, attend local high schools, do 
community service, and complete a capstone project. Applications for academic year 2015-16 programs are 
due January 7, 2015.  Visit www.yes-abroad.org for more information. 
 
The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Program (CBYX) offers merit-based scholarships to spend an aca-
demic year in Germany.  The program was established in 1983 to celebrate German-American friendship 
based on common values of democracy.  Students live with host families, attend local schools, and partici-
pate in community life in Germany.  For more information and application deadlines, visit the organization 
in charge of recruitment for your state at http://www.usagermanyscholarship.org/. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Global Exploration for Educators Organization (GEEO) is a 501c3 non-profit organization that runs professional de-
velopment travel programs designed for teachers.  

 
GEEO is offering the following travel programs for 2015: India/Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bali/Lombok, Italy, Eastern Europe, 
Greece, Uzbekistan, Vietnam/Cambodia, Thailand/Laos, Belize/Guatemala, Morocco (Winter, Spring and Summer) 
China, Eastern Turkey, Western Turkey, Zambia/Botswana/Namibia/South Africa, New Zealand, Costa Rica, Peruvi-
an Andes (Summer and Spring), Peruvian Amazon, and The Galapagos Islands. The registration deadline is June 
1st, but space is limited and many programs will be full well before the deadline. From now until October 13th, 

GEEO's spring and summer programs will be discounted an additional 5%.  

 

Educators have the option to earn graduate school credit and professional development credit while seeing the 
world.  The trips are 8 to 19 days in length and are designed and discounted to be interesting and affordable for 
teachers. GEEO provides teachers educational materials and the structure to help them bring their experiences into 
the classroom. The trips are open to all nationalities of K-12 and university educators and administrators, as well as 
retired educators. Educators are also permitted to bring along a non-educator guest. 
 
Detailed information about each trip, including itineraries, costs, travel dates, and more can be found 
at www.geeo.org. GEEO can be reached 7 days a week, toll free at 1-877-600-0105 between 9AM-9PM EST.  

http://www.geeo.org/

